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a as in the word father- a   example: anwí (you) 
c as in the word church- c example: cʕas (crash) 
 as in the word cats-  example: ałt (cold) 
ə as in the word elephant- ə example: əcxʷuy (goes) 
h as in the word happy- h example: hit (rat) 
i as in the word see- i example: ixíʔ (that / then) 
k as in the word kite- k example: kilx (hand) 
 is pronounced as a hard k-  example: ast (bad) 
kʷ as in the word queen- kʷ example: kʷint (take) 
ʷ is pronounced as a hard kʷ- ʷ example: ʷcʷact (strong) 
l as in the word love- l example: limt (happy) 
 pronounced as an abrubtly 

stopped l-  
example: sat (friend) 

ł pronounced as a slurpy l- ł example: łap (bounce/jump) 
 pronounced as a click tl out of 

the side of your mouth-  
example: lap (stop) 

m as in the word mom- m example: mahúyaʔ (raccoon) 
 pronounced as an abruptly 

ended m-  
example: sti (what) 

n as in the word no- n example: naqs (one) 
 pronounced as an abruptly 

ended n-  
example: íwiʔs (later) 

p as in the word pop- p example: pki (when) 
 pronounced as a popped p-  example: um (brown) 
q pronounced as a k deep in the 

back of your throat- q 
example: qáqnaʔ (grandma) 

 is pronounced as a hard q-  example: aʔxán (shoe) 
qʷ is pronounced q with rounded 

lips- qʷ 
example: qʷacqn (hat) 



ʷ is pronounced as a hard q with 
rounded lips- ʷ 

example: ʷmqin (antler) 

r is rolled on your tongue- r example: yirncút (make itself round) 
s pronounced as in the word 

sister- s 
example: síyaʔ (saskatoon berry) 

t as in the word top- t example: tu (mother) 
 pronounced as a hard t- t example: inaʔ (ear) 
u as in the word soon- u example: uł (and) 
w as in the word walk- w example: wikn (I saw) 
 an abruptly ended w- w example: saásaʔ (auntie) 
x pronounced as a soft h in the 

back of the throat- x 
example: xixətm (girl) 

 pronounced as a gutteral h 
deep in the back of throat-  

example: ast (good) 

xʷ pronounced as a h with 
rounded lips in the back of the 
throat- xʷ 

example: xʷuy (go) 

ʷ pronounced as a gutteral h 
with rounded lips in the back 
of the throat- ʷ 

example: ʷus (foam) 

y as in the word yellow- y example: yus (dark / purple) 
 an abruptly ended y- y example: saqn (head) 
ʕ pronounced like a short a deep 

in the back of the throat- ʕ 
example: ʕaymt (angry) 

 pronounced as an abruptly 
ended ʕ- ʕ 

example: ant (look) 

ʕʷ pronounced as a nasally "ow" 
back in the throat- ʕʷ 

example: kam (pray) 

ʔ is a breath stop in the back of 
the throat as in the word "uh-
oh"- ʔ 

example: ʔaʔúsaʔ (egg) 

 


