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səxci iʔ skʷni 1 
 

Most of the songs in this collection were translated from English and are based on 
traditional Euro-American melodies.  Two of the songs are traditional Syilx melodies.  All of 
the songs were translated or transcribed and sung by Sarah Peterson.  Tish Elkink (Lower 
Similkameen) and LaRae Wiley (Lakes) also sing a version of the numbers song. 
 
Thanks and recognition are given to Pauline Flett (Spokane) for the concepts behind the 
songs, Where is Coyote? and the Numbers Song.  Her recordings and transcriptions in 
Spokane Salish have been an inspiration for many. 
 
All of the songs were recorded by Christopher Parkin, from August of 2004 thru March of 
2005.  Publication of the audio CD and lyrics has been supported by Salish School of 
Spokane, The Paul Creek Language Association, and the Lower Similkameen Indian Band. 
 
This second edition, version 3 has been reformatted using the Aboriginal Unicode font and 
includes spelling revisions by Christopher Parkin of Salish School of Spokane. 
 
USA ©2004–17 Salish School of Spokane 
Canada © 2004–17 The Paul Creek Language Association 
 
No copyright is asserted for the melodies included in this song collection. 
 
Interested persons may duplicate these materials for NON-COMMERCIAL purposes as long 
as credit is given to the author. 
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səxci iʔ skʷni 1 
 
1. iʔ k ast     to the tune of skip to my lou 

2. aʔkí slip       to the tune of where is thumbkin? 

3. wa 

4. naqs ʔasí       to the tune of twinkle little star 

5. iʔ nʕaskʷní    to the tune of the Barney song 

6. sawák     traditional 

7. Malí əkłmatá    mary had a little lamb 

8. ba ba ʷʕa matá    baa baa black sheep 

9. ásaq naʔł tsa   head, shoulders, knees and toes 

10. kíca skalúlaʔ     traditional 

11. kaʔłís cknqi iʔ ʷíʷxʷnaʔ  three blind mice 

12. ʕapnáʔ t sʕat    to the tune of skip to my lou 

13. caʔaʔáxʷ cəcámaʔt skʷəkʷust  twinkle little star 

14. kłʔupkst  słʷut   ten in the bed 

15. iʔ sxʷúxʷyaʔ      the ants go marching in 
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1. iʔ k ast 
 
wa, ha iʔ kʷ ast ? 
wa, ha iʔ kʷ ast ? 
wa, ha iʔ kʷ ast ? 
ha iʔ kʷ ast ʕapnáʔ ? 
 
wa, iʔ k ast 
wa, iʔ k ast 
wa, iʔ k ast 
iʔ k ast ʕapnáʔ. 
 
Hello, how are you (x3) 
How are you today? 
Hello, I am fine (x3) 
I am fine today. 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  aʔkí slip 
 
aʔkí slip, aʔkí slip 
k aláʔ, k aláʔ 
kin aspuʔús ʕapnáʔ 
iʔ k ast lilt 
yat, yat 
 
Where is Coyote? (x2) 
Here I am (x2) 
How are you today? 
I am fine, thank you 
Run away (x2) 
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3.  wa 
 
axáʔ (name), íiyt ł akscút 
axáʔ (name), cut way 
wa 
 
Here is (name), it's easy to say 
Here is (name), tell them hello 
Hello 
 
 

4.  naqs ʔasí 
 
naqs, ʔasí, kaʔłís, mus, cikst 
aqkst, sis, tił, əut 
ʔupkst, naqs  ʔupkst 
ʔupkst, naqs  ʔupkst 
 
one, two, three, four, five 
six, seven, eight, nine 
ten, one to ten 
ten, one to ten 
 
 

5.  iʔ nʕaskʷní  (Barney song) 
 
kʷ imík, kʷu amík 
kʷu nəqsit uł kʷu cpiyís 
kʷu ckxʷsnwixʷ uł łmʕasts 
uc caʔkʷ cut anwí kʷuʔ amík 
 
I love you, you love me 
We are family, we are happy 
We hug and we kiss 
won't you say you love me 
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6.  sawák 
 
u···lalá iłqáqcaʔ 
qaltíks 
iʔ yilíkʷxk 
sawák, sawák 
 
uuu la la my older brother 
got his stomach stepped on 
by mountain sheep (ram) 
praying mantis, praying mantis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.  Malí əkłmatá 
 
Malí əkłmatá, matá, matá 
Malí əkłmatá 
iʔ sputs piq ił t smiʷt 
 
yʕat taʔkí ła cxʷu Malí, cxʷu Malí, cxʷu Malí 
yʕat taʔkí ła cxʷu Malí 
iʔ matá iʔ itíʔ 
 
Mary had a sheep, sheep, sheep 
Mary had a sheep 
It's fleece as white as snow 
Everywhere that Mary went, Mary went, Mary went 
Everywhere that Mary went 
The sheep did too. 
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8.  ba ba ʷʕa matá 
 

ba ba ʷʕa matá ha kʷ ksput 
kíwa, kíwa kłkaʔłís 
naqs  ilmíxʷ, naqs  ipəptwínaʔxʷ 
naqs  tətit aʔ cwix ałíp 
ba ba ʷʕa matá ha kʷ ksput 
kíwa, kíwa łkaʔłís 
 
Baa baa black sheep, have you any wool 
Yes, yes, I have three 
One for the boss, one for the dame 
One for the boy who lives across the road 
Baa baa black sheep, have you any wool 
Yes, yes, I have three 
 
 
 
 
 

9.  ásaq naʔł tsan 
 
ásaq naʔł tsa 
aʔaʔqíx naʔł sttux 
ásaq naʔł tsa 
ʷʷust, ínaʔ 
spsaqs naʔł splic 
 
Head and shoulders 
Knees and toes 
Head and shoulders 
Eyes, ears 
Nose and mouth 
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10.  kíca skalúla 
 
kíca skalúla, kíca skalúla 
sʔis iʔ skalúla, sʔis iʔ skalúla 
 
kíca skalúla, kíca skalúla 
ʷʷʔis iʔ skalúla, ʷʷʔis iʔ skalúla 
 
kíca skalúla, kíca skalúla 
sínaʔ iʔ skalúla, sínaʔ iʔ skalúla 
 
kíca skalúla, kíca skalúla 
cksʔus iʔ skalúla, cksʔus iʔ skalúla 
kíca skalúla, kíca skalúla 
 
Monster is coming (x2) 
Big teeth has the monster (x2) 
Monster is coming (x2) 
Sharp teeth has the monster (x2) 
Monster is coming (x2) 
Big ears has the monster (x2) 
Monster is coming (x2) 
Big eyes has the monster (x2) 
Monster is coming (x2) 
 
 

11.  kaʔłís cknqi iʔ ʷíʷxʷnaʔ 
 
kaʔłís cknqi iʔ ʷíʷxʷnaʔ, kaʔłís cknqi iʔ ʷíʷxʷnaʔ 
at ła cxítmist, at ła cxítmist 
kkisəx iʔ naʷnʷs iʔ lmixʷ 
upst iʔ t ʷʷat iʔ nims 
ha put cwikstxʷ ił itíʔ 
kaʔłís cknqi iʔ ʷíʷxʷnaʔ 
kaʔłís cknqi iʔ ʷíʷxʷnaʔ 
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Three blind mice (x2) 
Look how they run (x2) 
They chase after the chief's wife 
She cuts off their tails with her sharp knife 
Did you ever see anything like that 
Three blind mice (x2) 
 
 

12.  ʕapnáʔ t sʕat 
 
ha cmistíxʷ sti sʕat ? 
ha cmistíxʷ sti sʕat ? 
ha cmistíxʷ sti sʕat ? 
ʕapnáʔ skixʷís sʕat. 
 
...ʕapnáʔ sʔaslást sʕat. 
...ʕapnáʔ skaʔłlást sʕat. 
...ʕapnáʔ smast sʕat. 
...ʕapnáʔ sckstast sʕat. 
...ʕapnáʔ skłaʔást sʕat. 
...ʕapnáʔ skʕacís sʕat. 
 
 
Do you know what day it is? (x3) 
Today is Monday. 
Today is Tuesday. 
Today is Wednesday. 
Today is Thursday. 
Today is Friday. 
Today is Saturday. 
Today is Sunday. 
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13.  caʔaʔáxʷ cəcámaʔt skʷəkʷust 
 
caʔaʔáxʷ cəcámaʔt skʷəkʷust 
k cstis mat kʷ sti anwí 
tałt a wist  smast kiʔ kʷ mut 
ił ta cʔi iʔ  stmast 
caʔaʔáxʷ cəcámaʔt skʷəkʷust 
n cstis mat kʷ sti anwí 
 
Twinkle, twinkle little star 
How I wonder what you are 
So high in the sky you sit 
Like something shining in the sky 
Twinkle, twinkle little star 
How I wonder what you are 
 
 

14.  kłʔupkst   
 
kłʔupkst  słəʷut 
iʔ knánaqs cut 
mcútwi, mcútwi 
uł yʕayʕát mcutəx 
uł yaxʷt iʔ knaqs 
 
kłəut  słəʷut... 
ktitł  słəʷut... 
ksis  słəʷut... 
kakst  słəʷut... 
kcickst  słəʷut... 
kmusməs  słəʷut... 
tkaʔkaʔłís  słəʷut... 
 
tasʔasí  słəʷut 
iʔ knánaqs cut 
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mcútx, mcútx 
uł yʕayʕát mcutəx 
uł yaxʷt iʔ knaqs 
 
knánaqs  słəʷut 
iʔ knánaqs cut 
k pis, k pis 
ast skʷəkʷʔac 
 
There were ten (nine, eight, seven, etc) in the bed 
And the little one said 
Y'all roll over (x2) 
And they all rolled over 
And out fell the little one 
 
There were two in the bed 
And the little one said 
Roll over, you (x2) 
And they all rolled over 
And out fell the little one 
 
There was one in the bed 
And the little one said 
I'm lonely (x2) 
Good night! 
 
 

15.  iʔ sxʷúxʷyaʔ 
 
knánaqs iʔ sxʷúxʷyaʔ ʔatpís 
nikxná, nikxná 
knánaqs iʔ sxʷúxʷyaʔ ʔatpís 
nikxná, nikxná 
iʔ ʷəʷyúmaʔ lap uł tus iʔ stuksts 
ʔałxʷúlaʔxʷəx mi pəpixəx t sqit 
uł yʕat itlíʔ ʔatpís bu, bu, bu, bu 
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tasʔasí... iʔ ʷəʷyúmaʔ lap uł ʕacʕacxná... 
tkaʔkaʔłís... iʔ ʷəʷyúmaʔ lap uł atíss iʔ sqʷʔuł... 
kmusməs... iʔ ʷəʷyúmaʔ lap uł sist t siłkʷ... 
kcickst...  iʔ ʷəʷyúmaʔ lap uł ʔił t síyaʔ... 
kakst... iʔ ʷəʷyúmaʔ lap uł łəpmitkʷ  iʷt... 
ksis... iʔ ʷəʷyúmaʔ lap uł aqʷs iʔ kilxs... 
ktitł... iʔ ʷəʷyúmaʔ lap uł ttqxna... 
kəut... iʔ ʷəʷyúmaʔ lap uł lʕaʔlʕaʔxná 
kʔupkst... iʔ ʷəʷyúmaʔ lap uł lkapúʔ 
 
One ant followed 
My goodness (x2) 
One ant followed 
My goodness (x2) 
The little one stopped to suck her thumb 
They all went into the ground to get out of the rain 
And they all followed, boom, boom, boom 
 
Two ants... the little one stopped and tied her shoes... 
Three ants... the little one stopped and rode on a bee... 
Four ants... the little one stopped and drank some water 
Five ants... the little one stopped and ate some sarvice berries 
Six ants... the little one stopped and jumped in the lake 
Seven ants... the little one stopped and licked her hand 
Eight ants... the little one stopped and kicked up her feet 
Nine ants... the little one stopped and put on her shoes 
Ten ants... the little one stopped and put on her coat 


